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TAGS: PINT, KS, US 

SUBJECT: ALLEGED BUGGING OF BLUE HOUSE 
REF: STATE 269983 

1 . I INFORMED FOREIGN MINISTER PAK NOVEMBER 3 THAT 

AFTER MOST CAREFUL CONSIDERATION WE HAD CONCLUDED WE WOULD 
NOT BE ABLE TO ISSUE REQUESTED PUBLIC DENIAL OF BLUE HOUSE 
BUGGING. I CAREFULLY REVIEWED EACH OF THE REASONS GIVEN 
IN THE REFERENCED MESSAGE, EMPHASIZING THAT THIS WAS 
A STANDING GLOBAL POLICY TO WHICH WE WERE NOT ABLE TO MAKE 
EXCEPTION. I ALSO MADE CRYSTAL CLEAR THAT IF STORY 
OF OUR PRIVATE ASSURANCES LEAKED OUR REACTION WOULD BE 
"NO COMMENT." 

2. EVIDENCING CONSTERNATION AT THIS REPLY, PAK PRESSED 

ME AS TO WHAT WE WOULD SAY IN EVENT IT BECAME KNOWN ROKG 
HAD RECEIVED PRIVATE DENIAL OF BUGGING FROM US 
GOVERNMENT. I REITERATED THAT WE WOULD HAVE NO COMMENT 
ON SUCH A STORY. WHEN PAK STRESSED THAT WE SHOULD ISSUE 
DENIAL OF BUGGING STORY BECAUSE ROK WAS FRIENDLY 
COUNTRY, I REITERATED THAT THIS WAS GLOBAL POLICY 
AND POINTED OUT GREAT DIFFICULTIES A DENIAL IN ONE CASE 
WOULD CAUSE US WITH OTHER FRIENDLY COUNTRIES. 

3. COLDER AND MORE AGITATED THAN I HAVE PREVIOUSLY SEEN 
HIM, PAK SAID HE WAS GREATLY SURPRISED BY OUR ANSWER; HE 
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BUGGING STORY. HE DID NOT THINK. HE SAID, THAT OTHER 
EXPLANATIONS WOULD SATISFY THE MEMBERS OF THE FOREIGN 
AFFAIRS COMMITTEE WHEN HE MEETS WITH THEM NOVEMBER 4. HE 
CONCLUDED BY SAYING THAT WE WILL JUST HAVE TO SEE HOW 
THINGS DEVELOP. 

4. COMMENT: ONE AMERICAN NEWSMAN (KRISHER OF NEWS- 
WEEK) HAS ALREADY BEEN HEARD ABOUT OUR PRIVATE DENIAL 
OF BUGGING. WHEN HE ASKED FOR CONFIRMATION, WE GAVE 
HIM FIRM "NO COMMENT". I ANTICIPATE THAT THERE WILL 
NOW BE FURTHER LEAKS OF OUR PRIVATE STATEMENT. 

SNEIDER 
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